
Forms  
a ball when  

rolled between  
hands?

Too dry? Too wet?

Add more dry soil

Sand

Attempt to form a ribbon by
pushing soil upwards
between the side of

forefinger and thumb. 

Can a ribbon be
formed?

Loamy
sand

Add water to soil
sample and knead

until moldable.

Ribbon  
25 - 50 mm before it

breaks

Ribbon  
> 50 mm before it

break

Ribbon  
< 25 mm before it

breaks 

Take a small portion and add more water in palm, massaging with opposite index finger. 

Very  
gritty?

Very  
smooth?

Neither  
gritty nor smooth

dominates

Sandy clay
loam

Silty clay
loam

Clay
loam
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